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 OVERVIEW 
 

The Rural Municipality of Siglunes was incorporated in 1917.  The village of Ashern was 
named after A. S. Hern, an official of the firm that constructed the railway that served 
the Western Interlake. 
 

To the northwest of the R. M. lies the Narrows area of Lake Manitoba, birthplace of our 
oqnuhmbd&r m`ld- Sgd Bqdd b`kkdc sghr `qd` L`mhsna`t+ ld`mhmf ƏM`qqnvr ne sgd Fqd`s
RohqhsƐ- Snc`x sghr qdfhnm hr oqhld `ngler country with Master Angler Awards given here 
for perch, freshwater drum, northern pike, walleye and sauger. 
 

Today the R. M. supports the agricultural, fishing, mineral extraction on NE 15-23-
8(owned by the R. M. ), recreation and tourism industries. The community of Ashern is 
the largest community in the R. M. and is a regional service centre to a trading area of 
approximately 8,000 people. 
 

There are many organizations and facilities in the R. M. of Siglunes that residents may 
patronize to stay busy in all seasons of the year.  With a focus on sports, the 
organizations and activities offer something for children, young people, and adults.  
 

During the winter months there are various sports to partake in: hockey, curling, figure 
skating, ringette, snowmobiling, ice-fishing and cross country skiing.  Different levels of 
most team sports exist to accommodate the wide range of ages that play them.  Ashern 
has an indoor skating rink and a curling rink, both with artificial ice. Summer sports 
include: baseball, water sports, swimming, and other favourite games such as 
horseshoes.  Ashern has a nine hole golf course with  grass greens, watered fairways 
and a licensed clubhouse.   
 

@rgdqm g`r ` bnlltmhsx g`kk+ `m Dkjƍr G`kk `mc ` Qnx`k B`m`ch`m Kdfhnm G`kkthat cater 
to a wide variety of events and community groups.  Wedding socials, bingos, dances, 
and Christmas concerts are some of the things that go on throughout the year. 
 

The local beaches boast fine sand and clear, clean water.  Narrows West and Silver 
Bay are popular places for local cottage owners and seasonal campers.  These areas 
are privately owned, although camping is available by reservation for the Lake Manitoba 
Narrows Lodge.  Lake Manitoba has many sand bars which are ideal for children. 
 

The Ashern Museum is open during the summer months and contains several buildings 
which house pioneer displays and artifacts.  
 

In March, is the annual winter carnival including a figure skating ice-show, a hockey 
tournament, broomball, a social, and the crowning of the carnival King and Queen.  
 

Ashern's Annual Rodeo is held Labour Day Weekend and offers good food and 
entertainment the whole family can enjoy.  Special events during the weekend include a 
street dance, fireworks, rodeo competitions, khcrƍ dudmsr+ `mc ` o`q`cd- 
 

The fall months are welcomed by avid hunters as the Siglunes region is a hunter's 
paradise. 
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Region:   West Interlake             Government Offices:  
 

Land Area:   837.42 square kilometres    Manitoba Agriculture Extension Services 
              Manitoba Agriculture Crown Lands 

Mean Temperature:   January -18 C      Natural Resources-Conservation Office 
             July +25.3 C              Manitoba Telephone System 
                          Manitoba Hydro 

Average Frost Free Days:   127-169     Highways 
        Health and Family Services 

Annual Precipitation:   450 mm/yr.      

      Government Representatives:  
 

Elevation:   257.58 meters    James Bezan Ɗ MP Selkirk-Interlake 
          Tom Nevakshonoff Ɗ MLA Interlake 

                                                                 LOCATION 
 

The R. M. of Siglunes is located 170 km northwest of Winnipeg, bordering the east 
shore of Lake Manitoba.  

 
  

       Communities in the RM of Siglunes : 
 

Ashern  Oakview  
          Vogar  Lake Manitoba Narrows     

    

   

   Population:   1,480 
 

    Population Density:  1.8 people per  square                                                                                     
                                            kilometer 
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The majority of the population of the       
R. M. of Siglunes reside in the village of 
Ashern.  In terms of age the population is 
larger in the age ranges of 25-44 and 45-
54. In 2006 the population was 1,480. 

 

Population: R.M. of Siglunes  

Age  Number  

0-4 95 

5-14 200 

15-19 115 

20-24 50 

25-44 295 

45-54 200 

55-64 195 

65-74 175 

75-84 110 

85+ 60 

Total:  1,480 

Source: Statistics Canada, 2006  

 

 

Sgd sq`chmf `qd` hmbktcdr sgd Q- L-ƍr ne
Grahamdale and  Eriksdale, as well as the 
First Nations Communities - Lake   St. 
Martin, Lake Manitoba, Fairford, Dauphin 
River and Little Saskatchewan. The  total 
population of this trade area is 6,340. 

 

Residents of the community utilize 
individual wells for drinking water.  The 
quality of the well water is excellent.  A 
pipe water system, including hydrants has 
been developed for the town of Ashern. 
 

Ashern utilizes a community sewer 
system and holding tanks. Rural residents 
use private wells for drinking water, and 
usually a septic tank or field for sewage 
disposal. 

Hydro / Electric:  Manitoba hydro has a 
district office in Ashern and provides full 
service to the Ashern region.  Ample 
capacity is available for both residential 
and commercial uses.  This is the primary 
means of space heating in the region 
although wood has always been a popular 
supplementary source. 
 

Hydro Rates:  Basic residential rate (up 
to 200 amp service) is $6.85.  Energy 
charge of 6.25 cents kWh for the first 
900 kWh and 6.30 cents/kWh for 
balance.   General Service, Medium 
(non-residential):  Basic charge of 
$27.60/month.  6.42 cents for first 
11,000 kWh, 4.48 cents for next 8,500 
kWh and 2.86 cents for balance. 
 

Natural Gas/Propane:  Natural gas is not  
available in this part of the Interlake.  
Propane is available in bulk and is used 
by a number of high energy consumers. 
 

Fuel / Heating Oil: Available from the 
Esso Dealer in Ashern. 

Fire:  Ashern Fire Department is a large 
well-equipped volunteer fire department 
with 23 volunteer fire fighters. 
 

Police: West Interlake Detachment is 
staffed by one corporal and four 
constables.  Ashern shares the Lundar 
cds`bgldmsƍr rergeant.  
 

Ambulance: Lakeshore District 
Ambulance governed by the Interlake 
Regional Health Authority. 
 

Refuse Collection: Municipal collection 
on a daily basis in the town of Ashern.  
Individual responsibility in the rural areas. 
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                     Ashern Central School                     Ashern Central School

Students in Ashern and the R. M. of 
Siglunes attend Ashern Early Years and 
Ashern Central School.  The Ashern 
Schools belong to Lakeshore School 
Division.  Lakeshore also operates 
facilities in Moosehorn, Eriksdale, Lundar, 
Fisher Branch and Inwood.  The trustees 
sitting on the School Board are 
representative of all areas in the division. 
 
For information regarding the Division 
please contact: 
 

     Amber Monk , Admin. Secretary  

     Lakeshore School Division  

     Eriksdale, Manitoba  R0C 0W0  

     Phone 739 -2101 
 

The Ashern Central School and Ashern 
Early Years School are both modern 
facilities. Ashern Central operates on a 
quarter system time table; offering two 
courses for ten weeks for four terms.  
 
Ashern Central is equipped with a large 
auto mechanics department as well as a 
large industrial arts department.  The 
sports program is excellent and has 
produced some very promising athletes. 
The schools offer kindergarten and 
Grades 1 through 12 and had enrolments 
of 385 in 2004/05 and 378 in 2005/06. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

High school students may choose  
between Business,  University   Entrance  
and Vocational Education programs.   

Vocational Programs are available 
through the collegiate in business and 
automotive. The school also offers a band 
program throughout middle and senior 
years. 
 

Fieldstone Ventures Education & Training 
Centre offers entrepreneurship/business 
courses, computer software training, 
business seminars and workshops, 
professional development, business 
counselling and job search skills and 
customized training to high school 
students and the public at large.  The 
facility is located in the TBJ Mall on Main 
Street and offers the flexibility of day and 
evening courses. 
 

The closest universities and technical 
schools are located in Winnipeg which is 
170 km southeast. Red River Community 
College/Interlake Regional Centre offer 
courses on a requested basis.   
 

If you do not wish to travel to Winnipeg, 
you can go to Campus Manitoba 
Eriksdale Center, located right on Railway 
Avenue in Eriksdale.  Offering University 
courses via interactive Learn Linc for the 
citizens of the West Interlake.  Take 
courses for interest or begin working on a 
degree from University of Manitoba, 
Brandon University or University of 
Winnipeg.  For further information call 
Monica at 204-739-2141. 
  
 

The Siglunes Library is located on Main 
Street in the TBJ Mall in Ashern. Hours 
are: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday,  1 - 4 p.m. and  Wednesday,   
3 - 6 p.m. 
 
Child Care services for children 3 months 
to 12 years old available by the Ashern 
Daycare Co-op Inc, located 2 Main Street 
East.  
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Newspapers:   The  Interlake Spectator ,   
a weekly paper, serves the Siglunes area.  

The Winnipeg Free Press  and the 

Winnipeg Sun  are delivered daily. The 
Around Town coffee shop newsletter is 
published weekly. 

Radio:    Most major Winnipeg radio stations 
are available. 

 

Television:   CBC, CKY, CKND  and MTN 

can be received in the municipality. Cable 

television  is available in the village of 
Ashern. 
 

Internet : DSL within town of Ashern.  
Wireless high speed throughout most of the 
Rural Municipality of Siglunes.

 

The Lakeshore General Hospital in 
Ashern offers complete medical care to 
the R. M. of Siglunes.  This is a 15 bed 
facility with a palliative care suite and a 20 
bed personal care home attached.  There 
is a medical clinic in Ashern which is 
visited daily by the physicians located in 
the area.   
 

There is a dental clinic, massage 
therapist, reflexologist, physiotherapist, 
footcare and pharmacy. An optometrist, 
chiropractor and denturist also service the 
area.  Diabetes councillors visit the Health 
District as needed.  An ultra sound unit 
visits the hospital in Ashern for 
assessment of obstetrical cases in the 
district. Ashern is also the home of two 
senior citizens lodges. 
  
Ambulance services are available in 
Ashern, transferring patients to and from 
Winnipeg or Dauphin.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Dialysis Unit was recently added to 
the north end of the Hospital.  The 
Ashern Dialysis Unit is the biggest one 
ntsrhcd ne Aq`mcnmƍr+ vhsg 0/ rs`shnmr
capable of handling 20 patients a day, 
two shifts a day, one in the morning and 
one in the afternoon, three times a 
week.  Patients are being treated, 7 in 
the a.m. and 7 in the p.m., Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday.  A staff of four 
(4) full time nurses and attending Doctor 
is on stand by to re-evaluate any 
problems that may occur. 
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Community Health Care is administered by the Interlake Regional Health 

Authority - consisting of:  
 

ǒ 1 Public Health Nurse 
 

ǒ 1 Regional Access Coordinator - coordinates care homes for the Interlake. 
 

ǒ 1 Visiting Preschool Speech Pathologist 
 

ǒ 0 ƏE`lhkx EhqrsƐ Gnld Uhrhsnq- providing services from Gypsumville to St. Laurent 

and Fisher Branch.  This is an early childhood program designed to provide services to 
families living in conditions of risk who have children from prenatal to 5 years of age. 
 

ǒ  ½ time Diabetes Nurse Educator - travel throughout the North West District. 
 

ǒ  ½ time Diabetes Dietician Educator - travel throughout the North West District. 
 

ǒ Living Independence for Elders (L.I.F.E) - provides services for elders.   
 

ǒ 1 Home Care Case Co-ordinator - serving the areas from Vogar, Mulvihill to 

Gypsumville 
 

ǒ 1 Home Care Resource Co-ordinator- providing service from Mulvihill to 

Gypsumville 
 

ǒ Home Care Direct Service Staff in Siglunes and Grahamdale. 
 

ǒ 32 Home Care Attendants, 2 Registered Nurses - with access to visiting  

Occupational Therapist and Psychogeriatric team members,  Physiotherapy services.  
 

ǒ A number of Home Care Attendants in nehfgantqhmf Q-L-ƍr- co-ordinated by the 

Resource Co-ordinator.   
 

ǒ 1 full-time clerical staff. 

Mental Health is serviced by:  
  

ǒ 1 Community Mental Health Worker for adults - who travels from St. Laurent to 

Gypsumville 
 

ǒ 1 Community Mental Health Worker for Children & Adolescents - who travels from 

Lundar to Gypsumville. These professionals utilize the services of numerous mental 
health resources in Winnipeg and the Interlake. This team includes a Mobile Crisis Unit 
and a Crisis Stabilization Unit, Employment Rehabilitation Worker for the entire Interlake 
and housing support services from Canada Mortgage Housing Authority.
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Other members of this dynamic team are part of the Family Services component:  
 

ǒ  2 Child and Family Service social workers- 1 for the Interlake and 1 for Anishinaabe 

Child and Family Services 
 

ǒ  1 Vocational Rehabilitation/Community Living  social   worker 
 

ǒ Children's Special Services 
 

ǒ  .3 Resource Coordinator 
 

ǒ  1 visiting Income Security and 1 Probation Officer, 1 Addictions Foundation 

Worker.  
 

Health service is provided primarily from St. Laurent to Gypsumville - including all 
communities along PTH #6 and west to Lake Manitoba. 
   

For more information, contact the Ashern District Office located at #43 Railway Avenue  
at  1-204-768-2585.  

 
 
At the present time there are several single family homes available for sale in the 
Ashern area.  Many of these are available for rent, and in some cases rental purchase 
arrangements can be made.  There is a large mobile home park in Ashern, which offers 
a complete service package at a very reasonable price.  Another attractive alternative in 
this region would be acreage property of which there are several available, and are 
reasonably priced.
 

 By Type of Dwelling  

Total number of dwellings  630 

Number of owned dwellings  450 

Number of rented dwellings  180 

Number of dwellings 

constructed before 1991  

495 

Number of dwellings 

constructed between 1991 - 

2001 

140 

Source:  Statistics Canada, 200 6 

Dwelling Characteristics  

Total Number of Occupied Dwellings  

 

By Tenure  

Total Number of Private 

Dwellings  

630 

1 Person Household  210 

2 Person Households  245 

3 or more persons  185 

other household types  105 

Source: Statistics Canada, 200 6 
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Senior Housing -- Glencora Estates:   This apartment complex is named after the 
castle that was built  by the Stark family east of Ashern.  It refers to the Stark's home in 
Scotland.  Glencora Estates is a 20 unit seniors apartment.  There is an initial entrance 
fee of $10,000 for which the tenant is issued Class 1 preferred shares.  The complex is 
geared to seniors 55 years or older. 

Truck / Car:  Provincial Trunk Highway (PTH) #6 is the major transportation 
route on the western side of the Interlake.  This is due to the high quality of 
the highway, its direct link to Northern Manitoba.   

 

Bus:  Grey Goose Bus Lines provide service several times per day to points 
north and south along PTH #6. 

 

Courier:  Daily freight service to and from Winnipeg and the services of the 
major courier companies are available as well.  
 

 
 
 

 Handivan:  A transportation service is now available 
for seniors and the  mobility challenged serving the R. 
M. of Siglunes and the R. M. of Grahamdale.

Lakeshore HandivanLakeshore Handivan
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Agriculture and its related businesses continue to be the major economic force in the 
Northwestern Interlake.  The relatively low land prices, the ability of this land to produce 
high quality forage crops, the abundance of clean water and stable cattle prices have 
combined to make this area one of the best beef producing areas in the country.  The 
major products produced in this region are agricultural products, specifically grain, hay, 
forage seed, livestock and PMU (Pregnant Mares Urine).  
 
The production of cattle is perhaps the most important agricultural sector in the 
Northwest Interlake.  Cattle farmers in the R. M. of Siglunes Agriculture District (the 
Agriculture District includes Grahamdale and Siglunes) area were managing 
approximately 68,193 cattle in 2001 of which 24,165 were beef and dairy cows. 
 
The majority of cattle produced locally are feeder cattle and are purchased by feedlots 
in Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta, Ontario and the United States. 
 
The R. M. of Siglunes reported $11,819,229 in Farm Cash Receipts in 2000.  The 
following table lists the acreage for grain crops in the R.M.             
 

 
 

R.M. of Siglunes Agriculture District  

(2001) Production  

Grain/Feed:  Acres: 

Wheat  2,270 

Oats   5,375 

Barley  3,932 

Hay/Tame and Fodder Crops  30,581 

Hay/Alfalfa and Alfalfa 

Mixtures  

88,905 

Source:  Statistics Canada, 2001  
 

NOTE: THE AGRICULTURE DISTRICT 

INCLUDES GRAHAMDALE AND 

SIGLUNES. 
 

 

Forage seed including alfalfa, timothy 
and birdsfoot trefoil (pasture and 
grassing land) are produced in the 
region.  In fact over 45% of the forage 
seed produced in Manitoba is  
produced in the Interlake Region.  The 
actual volume of seed produced in the 
area is increasing annually and this 
particular market segment is seen as 
a major growth sector in terms of 
potential for expansion. 


